DOCTRINAL STATEMENT of BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

The Bible
We believe the Bible to be the Word of God, both Old and New Testaments, and that every
word is inspired by God, and is inerrant in the original manuscripts. It is the Christian’s final
authority in faith and conduct.

The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired
and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the
proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of
Bible Fellowship Church’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our Board of Elders
is Bible Fellowship Church’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application.

Matthew 5:18; Mark 12:36; Luke 24:44; Acts 1:16; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21

The Triune God
We believe in the eternal triune Godhead existing in three persons: the Father, the Son, &
the Holy Spirit.

Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; Mark 12:29; John 1:1,14; John 14:26; Acts 5:3 & 4;
2 Corinthians13:14; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:1-3

God the Father
We believe in the Father who is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in all His attributes.

Psalm 90:2; John 4:24; James 1:17

God the Son
We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His
substitutionary and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, and in His
ascension and exaltation to the right hand of the Father. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
will return in the clouds for His bride, the Church, and keep her from the Tribulation period that
shall come upon the whole earth. We believe that the Tribulation upon this earth will be climaxed
with coming to earth of the Lord Jesus Christ in power and great glory to rule and reign.

Isaiah 7:14; Zechariah 14:4; Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Acts 1:11; 1 Corinthians 15:3-5;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:2-11; Hebrews 1:3, 7:26; Revelation 3:10; Revelation 19:11-16, 20:1-6

God the Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person, divine and co-equal with the Father and the Son, and
that He baptizes each believer into the body of Christ upon his (or her) exercising faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and is received in totality at this time.

Genesis 1:1, 2; John 15:26; Acts 5:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 2:11, 12; 12:12, 13; Hebrews 9:14
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NOTE: We believe that among the many functions of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer are:

Regeneration Titus 3:5

Indwelling 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19

Baptizing 1 Corinthians 12:13

Sealing 2 Corinthians 1:22
Ephesians 1:13; 4:30

Filling Ephesians 5:18; Acts 4:31

Teaching John 16:12-15

Giving of spiritual gifts 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Ephesians 4

We believe that spiritual gifts have been bestowed on all believers primarily for the edification and
spiritual maturation of the Church. We believe that some gifts such as tongues and miraculous healing
were temporarily given and were used primarily by the apostles to lay the foundation of the Church.

Romans 12:4-8;1 Corinthians 13:8; Ephesians 2:19-22

We believe that the current practice of speaking in tongues is not the Biblical use of tongues
and should not be propagated.

Acts 2:3-11; 8:9-17, 10:44-11:17, 19:10; 1 Corinthians 13:8; 1 Corinthians 14:34; Acts 4:8 & 31

Salvation
We believe that salvation is by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation is made
possible through the shed blood, substitutionary death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ to all who believe (trust, rely upon, place confidence) in Him and receive the merit of His
finished work of atonement and imputed righteousness. The shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ
makes possible the forgiveness and justification of the believer, thus making salvation a free gift,
not merited or secured by any work, deed, or feeling of man. We believe that eternal death is a
result of sin, and that both sin and death are universal to man. For one to enter the kingdom of
God and be saved from eternal death, he must be born again; that is, he must be regenerated and
given new life by the Holy Spirit through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance is a vital part
of believing.

John 3:17-18; Acts 20:21; Romans 3:21-26;

;5:1,2,8,9;4:1-25; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8;
2 Corinthians 5:17; 26:20; Galatians 2:16; 3:1

2,
-6; Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5-7; Hebrews 9:12, 22

Eternal Security
We believe in the eternal security of the believer; that once regenerated by the Holy Spirit, the
Christian is kept by the power of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit, and forever secure in Jesus Christ.

John 10:27-29; 5:24; Romans 8:1, 35-39; Ephesians 4:30; Colossians 3:3, 4; 1 John 5:10-13
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The Church
We believe that the Church, which is the body of Christ, and His future bride, is comprised
of all regenerated believers.

Romans 12:4, 5; 1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:20-23; Revelation 19:7.

We believe that the establishment and continuance of the local church is clearly taught in the
New Testament.

Acts 14:23, 27; 15:1-4, 22; 20:17, 28-32; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11

Church Discipline
We believe it is the duty and responsibility of the Church through its Board of Elders to assume all
responsibilities regarding church discipline, either as a whole or as it relates to its members as
provided in Scripture. Consequently, all persons seeking membership must submit to the disciplines
of the church as established by the Board of Elders.

Proverbs 9:8-10; Matthew 18:15-19; 1 Corinthians 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 2:4-8;
Galatians 6:1,2; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 2:13-15; Titus 3:10-11; Hebrews 13:17

Satan
We believe that Satan is a real being, the author of sin and the cause of the Fall, that he is the
open enemy of God and man, and that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire.

Genesis 3:1-9; Job 1:6-12; Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Matthew 4:2-11; 25:41; John 13:2;
2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6; Revelation 20:10

Eternal State
We believe in the resurrection of all people and that those whose names are not found in the book
of life will spend a conscious eternity in the lake of fire. Those who have personally trusted the
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation will spend a conscious, blessed eternity with God.

Matthew 25:46; John 5:28, 29; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:1-8

Christian Life
We believe that the Bible gives sufficient reasons and means for a true believer to live a
Christ-like life, and that God expects it.

Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Galatians 5:16; Colossians 3:1-25; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17
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A true believer who unrepentantly lives in sin can expect the chastening of the Lord.
Hebrews 12:1-2, 5-7, 10, 11.

We believe that the Christian life should bring honor to the Lord Jesus Christ’s name, personal
conformity to His image, and individual growth in grace.

Romans 8:29; Ephesians 4:14-15. Colossians 3:17; 2 Peter 3:18

The Sanctity of Human Life
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of
inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or
mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death.
We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Exodus 20:13
Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality

Because God has ordained marriage and defined it as the covenant relationship between a man, a
woman, and Himself, Bible Fellowship Church will only recognize marriages between a biological
man and a biological woman. Further, the pastors and staff of Bible Fellowship shall only participate
in weddings and solemnize marriages between one man and one woman. Finally, the facilities and
property of Bible Fellowship shall only host weddings between one man and one woman.

Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6

The Mission of the Church
We believe the mission of the church to be twofold. First, the church is to evangelize the world
to the Lord Jesus Christ by sending out those who will preach and teach the gospel.

Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8; Acts 13:2-5; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 2 Timothy 4:5
and by manifesting love and unity within itself. John 13:34, 35; Ephesians 4:1-6

Second, the church is to edify itself through the ministry of the saints by the teaching of
doctrine, fellowship, communion, prayer, and the ministry of spiritual gifts.

Acts 2:42; Romans 12:3-21; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 4:4-16
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Baptism and Communion

Water Baptism:
Is a personal act and is not set forth in Scripture as a condition for salvation or church membership.
Nevertheless, it is an important part of the Christian’s outward identification with the Lord Jesus Christ.
We teach and practice immersion and encourage true believers to be baptized.

Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19; Acts 10:44-48; 22:12-17

Communion:
Is a personal act as well. It is a memorial to the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, “This is my body which
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Then Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, as often as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” We encourage true believers to
participate in this service.

Luke 22:19, 1 Cor.11:23-26

How We Are Governed
A Board of Elders governs Bible Fellowship Church. They have the responsibility of the oversight
of the congregation. They are involved in discerning the will of the Lord and His direction for this
church and of its individual members. They meet frequently for prayer, business, and fellowship.
Their ministry includes teaching, equipping and discipling believers for ministry, and meeting
various needs of the congregation. As the Lord directs, the Board of Elders will be enlarged to
meet the increasing needs of the church. A member of Bible Fellowship Church has the rights,
responsibilities, and opportunities to serve as any spiritually gifted person in the body of Christ.
A member of this local congregation also has the privilege of voting for additions to the Board
of Elders and to the Board of Deacons.
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